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Abstract

The aims of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic conditions of farmers (2)
durian production condition (3) recommendation on durian production and (4) the extension of durian
production in Tha Sae District, Chumphon Province. The population for this study was 2,959 durian
production farmers in Tha Sae District, Chumphon Province with the sample size of 352 people by using
simple random sampling method. Data collected by interview. Data was analyzed using frequency
distribution, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, average, and standard deviation. The results of
the research revealed that (1) Most of the farmers was male with an average age of 48.02 years old and
graduated from junior high school. The average household members were 2.96 people with the labor from
the household in average of 1.84 people and hired labor of 1.63 people. The average durian production
land was 8.47 Rai. Farmers received the average income from durian production around 45,880.68 Baht/Rai
with the average expense of 16,613.28 Baht/Rai. The average durian production experience among the
farmers was 9.81 years. Knowledge receiving about durian production was at a low level.(2) Most of the
farmers had a sloped farmland, grew Mon Thong durian, used sprinklers, and harvested the products during
July-August by counting the age and observing the color of the fruit.(3) Farmers had marketing problem.
The suggestion was to seek the durian exporting market to China. And (4) Farmers wanted the channels of
extension from individual media, printed media, as well as electronic media. They needed the extension in
the form of field trips, lecture, demonstration and field work. Recommendations on the guidelines in durian
production extension for farmers were (1) to give out the knowledge in durian production to farmers such
as the watering system, the use of fertilizer, pest and disease controls, and product harvesting (2) to
encourage farmers to use more microbial pesticides instead of chemicals only (3) to promote the mixed
plants production (durian with other types of trees) to decrease the risk from natural disaster and product
price through personal media who was the agricultural extension officer from both government and private

sectors.

Keywords: Durian production, Extension, Tha Sae District, Chumphon Province
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